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BURSWOOD TRAIN STATION 

Grievance 
MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park) [9.40 am]: I rise this morning to grieve to the member for Murray, the 
parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Transport, who has been kept busy this morning. My 
grievance is about safety at Burswood train station, which has been an ongoing issue for some time now. I want 
to briefly set out a bit of history about this matter. No doubt the parliamentary secretary has an extensive briefing 
note from the minister’s office. The Burswood train station is an old train station that has been there for many 
decades. Effectively, it is a cement slab sitting just beyond the Burswood Dome in an area of industrial 
properties that falls within the jurisdiction of the Town of Victoria Park. The station is old and well used. It has 
been used even more recently. For many years I lived in Lathlain, right next to the Red Castle Motor Hotel. That 
was the train station that I went to to catch a train into the city and then sometimes I would take a bus from the 
city to school. I am very familiar with that train station. It was old and decrepit when I was catching the train 
then and the security along the pathways leading up to the station and its surrounds were unsafe. There are some 
local council issues involved in this matter, and the Town of Victoria Park has been involved in them for some 
time. 

On 16 March 2010, the Minister for Transport, Hon Simon O’Brien, had been in the job for nearly two years and 
so it was time to put the bite on him about what he was he was going to do. I wrote to him outlining my concerns 
about the threatening and violent behaviour at Burswood and asked him what he would do about it. I received a 
letter from the minister dated 31 May 2010 saying, “Well, all train stations are covered by CCTV and are lit.” He 
is correct. The minister’s impression is that that there is no problem with Burswood train station because the 
Public Transport Authority has conducted surveys of passengers that suggests there is no problem on either the 
platform or the surrounds. Members might be surprised to learn that this matter has become a hot topic in the 
federal electorate of Swan, which has a margin of just 180 votes. Both the federal Liberal and Labor Parties have 
made commitments. I congratulate the Labor candidate, Tim Hammond, for the very effective local campaign 
that is being run by him and Amanda Fiorina. Amanda and her daughter Tiana are locals who went to the local 
media because Amanda’s brothers and a cousin have all experienced violence at or near the station. An article in 
the Southern Gazette on 29 June 2010 quotes Amanda — 

She said her brother was beaten up about five years ago and her cousin was beaten up about the same 
time, and again two years ago. 

“It is horrifying when someone in your family gets bashed while they are walking home from the train 
station,” she said. 

“But when that happens to three family members in the same spot in three separate incidents over four 
years, you have to think there is something badly wrong. 

Amanda Fiorina is correct. As a result of that campaign, which was well led by Amanda and Tim, a petition of 
more than 1 000 signatures was gathered in record time. I presented the petition to the Parliament on Tuesday 
this week. That shows the depth of concern about the issue of Burswood. I am very familiar with Burswood 
station because, as I said, I grew up around the area and went to high school there. The number of people living 
in that area is increasing dramatically, driven by some of the decisions made by the Minister for Planning. There 
are direct consequences as a result of the actions of this government, including an increase in the number of 
people using with Burswood train station. Therefore, it is time for the state government to step up to the plate. 

As I said, thanks to the campaigning of Tim Hammond and Amanda Fiorina, the federal Labor government 
committed $100 000 to put in CCTV, importantly, not on the station because the station already has CCTV and 
lighting, but in the pathways leading up to the station where the assaults and aggressive behaviour have been 
occurring. The federal Liberal Party matched that commitment. Indeed, it committed $50 000 more; it committed 
$150 000 to do the same thing but it also will put CCTV on the station. There will be two lots of CCTV on the 
station. I am unsure why two lots of CCTV are needed. It seems to me that the existing CCTV at the station is 
sufficient. The area surrounding the station is causing concern. Either way, Tim Hammond’s activities have 
resulted in both political parties committing to upgrade security measures at Burswood train station, which is a 
great outcome because regardless of which party wins, we will get a solution to the safety issue. 

However, we are talking about federal money being committed to the Town of Victoria Park. At the end of the 
day, the land surrounding Burswood station belongs to the Town of Victoria Park, which has responsibility for 
ensuring people’s safety. The next federal government, whether it is a Labor or Liberal government, will commit 
money to the town to ensure that safety measures are put in place. The CCTV and lighting surrounding the train 
station does not solve the problem. Hopefully it will capture on video those people who are breaking the law by 
assaulting other people and hopefully they can be arrested, dealt with and sent to jail. However, that does not 
solve the problem of the train station itself. The question I ask the parliamentary secretary, which I hope he can 
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answer, is in four parts. His government was elected on a platform of reducing crime. Crime has increased 
dramatically over the past two years at Burswood train station and the surrounding area. What will the 
parliamentary secretary and the state government do to resolve that issue? The ALP invested in the Victoria Park 
train station, which is two kilometres down the track. That is a brilliant train station that is well used. It is very 
secure and the number of assaults has been reduced significantly. We need the same thing to happen at 
Burswood. The Minister for Planning is allowing thousands more people to live within walking distance of the 
Burswood train station. This will be an ongoing problem. We need a solution to it in the next 12 months, not in 
the next term of government. 

MR M.J. COWPER (Murray–Wellington — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.46 am]: I thank the member for 
Victoria Park for his grievance. The member’s comments are interesting in relation to the timing of the 
commitments of both the Labor candidate and the federal member for Swan, who have announced that they will 
provide $100 000 and $150 000 respectively to upgrade the Burswood train station. It is interesting to note that 
the Public Transport Authority, which is actually responsible for the train station, has not had any 
communication with either Mr Irons or Mr Hammond about those pledges and nor has the PTA discussed any 
funding initiatives with them. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: They have had communications from me though. 

Mr M.J. COWPER: I am not privy to the conversations that the member may or may not have had. I can assure 
the member that neither of these — 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Sorry; just one more interjection. You said that there has been no communication with either Mr 
Irons or Mr Hammond. That is interesting because Mr Irons has said that since he has been the member for Swan 
for three years, he has been pursuing this matter for a long time. I find it interesting that there has not been a 
letter from Mr Irons. Thank you, member. 

Mr M.J. COWPER: I ask the member to listen to what I said. The Public Transport Authority has not had any 
communications with him. 

It is interesting to hear the member say that he is familiar with the area because so am I. When I was growing up 
in that area, there was a big cement factory. We used to go to Hamburger Hill and ride our skateboards and 
dodge the cement trucks. It was lucky that no-one was seriously injured. On the other side of the train station 
was Goodwood Parade. We used to go there on an afternoon and waterski. We also used to go to the springs and 
jump off the jetty. It was a great place to grow up. 

Ms R. Saffioti: Those were the days. 

Mr M.J. COWPER: They were the days. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Member — 

Mr M.J. COWPER: The member has already interjected on three occasions, and I am trying to get through this 
in the prescribed time. 

In those days, there were very few houses in that area. It was also where the ash from the old steam trains used to 
be dumped and there was a problem with contamination along the banks of the Swan River. The area where the 
Burswood Casino is located used to be a rubbish tip. I fondly recall going there with my father and travelling on 
the back of the trailer up to what was the old Great Eastern Highway and then jumping in the old Vauxhall and 
heading home. It was a great area to grow up in. The point the member makes is quite correct. There has been an 
increase in crime in that area, predominantly because previously no-one was living there. Over time, the 
Burswood Dome, the Burswood Casino and a lot of very nice accommodation has been built. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: The member knows how close to the train station the cement works he mentioned are. The 
Minister for Planning is just about to approve a couple of high-rises there. You can see just how close to the train 
station people are now moving.  

Mr M.J. COWPER: It is a very sought-after area. I can join the member in saying what a wonderful part of this 
great state it is near the Swan River. The fact remains: yes, crime will go up in that area predominantly because 
previously there was hardly anyone living there. I have a response here that I would like to get to. I acknowledge 
the member’s keen interest in this area as the local member. It is a wonderful part of the world. I have actually 
been looking around that very same area to invest. I am very fond of the area. When I visit Perth, I feel at least I 
am back in familiar territory.  

I would like to put on record the speaking points that have been provided to me. It may be of interest to the 
member for Victoria Park that the Burswood station was upgraded as part of the Public Transport Authority’s 
urban security initiative project in 2003. The work included the installation of fibre-based ethernet 
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communications; an upgrade of the station’s lighting; the introduction of closed-circuit television; and the 
installation of a station equipment cubicle to house the electronics and monitoring equipment. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Member, that is right; but that is on the station itself and not the surrounding area.  

Mr M.J. COWPER: I will get to that.  

Security CCTV used by the PTA involves controllable cameras for surveillance and detection of events of 
interest via an alarm system. This is consistent across all stations on the network. The live footage from these 
cameras is monitored at the central monitoring control room 24 hours a day, seven days a week. The installation 
at Burswood comprises two opposing controllable cameras—PTZs; identification cameras at platform entrances; 
and driver-assist cameras looking down the length of the platform. As there is only one entrance to the platform 
at Burswood station, only one identification camera has been installed. 

Alarms can be generated by operating the emergency telephone. Alarms will also be triggered by vandalism or 
attempted theft of the ticket machine and surrounding cubicles, loss of a camera or a speaker, and by people 
being on the station after the last train has left. All alarms cause the two controllable cameras to move to a preset 
location consistent with the alarm, which alerts the central monitoring operators to the event of interest. The 
cameras on the platform at Burswood allow PTA officers to conduct surveillance and investigate events of 
interest, and follow offenders should the need arise. Monitoring of these cameras allows the PTA to direct both 
transit guards and the mobile transit guard unit to attend a serious incident. 

The PTA currently has funding to employ 320 transit officers as well as an additional 98 MSS Security staff. 
During high-risk times—predominantly weekend evenings—the deployment of these officers is managed in such 
a way that a maximum physical presence of uniformed staff is provided across the network. The Armadale line 
receives a greater level of security resources in response to a higher level of attention. Recent statistics indicate 
that 92 per cent of all trains leaving Perth on the Armadale line have a uniformed presence. The mobile transit 
guard unit undertakes regular looping patrols on the Armadale line on Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights. 
This loop includes Burswood station. Officers conduct physical checks of the station and its surrounds. Lighting 
at Burswood station has been improved both in absolute levels and in colour. The current lighting levels are 
higher than the Australian lighting standards. In 2003, when the upgrade works were undertaken at Burswood 
station, the PTA approached the Town of Victoria Park to suggest that they improve the lighting adjacent to the 
station to avoid a sudden change in lighting level. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Has the member got the date of when that approach was made? 

Mr M.J. COWPER: In 2003. 

Regrettably, this did not occur. The PTA has worked, and will continue to work, closely with the Town of 
Victoria Park with a view to improving the safety of persons who access the land around the Burswood station. 

As a result of these consultations, vegetation around the area of the station that provided potential hiding places 
for offenders has been removed. A fence has been erected, preventing use of a previously illegal entrance to the 
station, thus ensuring greater safety for passengers. There are currently significant security strategies in place at 
Burswood train station. However, station approach areas are not under the PTA’s control and any decision to 
provide CCTV coverage and lighting for these areas is a matter for the Town of Victoria Park. 
 


